Today’s proactive choices prepare San Diego for rising seas.

To prepare for the rapid increase in the rate of sea level rise (see other side), our communities need to implement short-term strategies directly linked to long-term solutions.
This phased adaptation can help communities make small, manageable, and affordable changes in the near-term that will cumulatively result in long-term improvements. Today’s
decisions should put us on the path to resilience before the high sea levels projected for mid-century irreversibly impact our beaches, our communities, our neighbors, and our homes.

Below is one example of a community adapting to sea level rise through a phased approach. Each community will have a different vision for the future.
There is no one size fits all when it comes to adaptation.
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Sea levels are rising now...

California has experienced several extreme sea level events in recent years. San Diego experienced its highest recorded sea level in November 2015.

Left: A flooded beach and access point in
La Jolla resulted in loss of recreation.

Center: Marsh habitat in Mission Bay is
almost entirely submerged during flooding.

Right: High water reaches Imperial Beach'’s
Seacoast Avenue.

... and will rise even faster beyond 2050.

The graph below shows how extreme events like the one experienced in November 2015 will become increasingly more common as sea levels rise.
The biggest coastal floods and hazards will happen when El Nino, high tides, severe storms and high waves occur at the same time.
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times per year. See other side for ideas on how communities
can actively work to become more resilient.
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- “~ The most flooding is projected under a high scenario, where there are no changes to how we emit greenhouse gases.
«— Theleast flooding is projected under a moderate scenario, assuming the global community will act to reduce emissions.

Aprit 2019 | Scenarios are based on global climate models and sea level rise projections from Kopp et al., 2014, used in the Ocean Protection Council’s latest guidance. This handout was made possible through a partnership of the Tijuana River National Estuarine Research Reserve and CNAP, a NOAA RISA Team.



